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Sustainable CUNY 

NYSolar Smart Smart DG Hub 

Modeling  a 
CUNY 

transformation 

Removing the 
barriers to wide-

scale solar 
adoption in NY 

Developing  a 
strategic pathway 

for resilient 
Distributed 
Generation 

Sustainable CUNY 
Conserves 
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• Permitting 

 

• Zoning 

 

• Grid 
Analysis 

 

• Policy 
Support 

 

• Installer 
Roundtable 
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• One stop 
Portal 

 

• Solar Maps 

 

• Data 
Analytics 

 

• Roadmaps 

A
cc

es
si

n
g 

So
la

r • Group 
Purchasing 

 

• Community 
Shared Solar 

 

• Education 

 

• NY Solar 
Summit  
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• Smart DG 
Hub 

 

• Solar-plus-
storage 

 

• Critical 
Facility 
Support 
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Largest Mayoral Goal   
250 MW on private NYC rooftops and 

communities by 2025 

 

1. Further reduce the cost of solar in NYC  

 

2. Increase solar energy capacity 

 

3. Attract solar energy companies 

 

 

4. Promote solar group purchasing (Solarize) 
and shared solar programs 

Solar grew from 24 MW in 2014 to a current 

68 MW on Private Buildings 

Solar  Installation Companies :58 

 NYC Solar Installer Roundtable.:300 

Solarize NYC Launched in April of 2016: 

Up to 8 Solarize or Shared Solar Campaigns 

annually through 2025 

Pro-Cert Triggers Record Reviews: 1.2 Days!   

NYC Solar Partnership 



The Opportunity 



SolarizeNYC.org 

Expanding 
access to 

affordable 
solar power 

for all 

Financial Support from the City to 
organize and run a campaign 
 
Marketing Materials and templates for 
outreach 
 
Technical Assistance from NYC Solar 
Ombudsmen 
 
Volunteer Training to empower local 
program administrators  
 
Connections to Partners to assist 
communities in running campaigns 
 
Educational Materials and Workshops 
with the City’s Solar Ombudsmen  
 

Resources for Communities: 



NYC Community Shared Solar 

NYC Solar Partnership RFI on Shared Solar: 
• 19 responses 
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Key Barriers to Shared Solar in NYC 
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www.SolarizeBrooklynCB6.com 

Solarize Brooklyn CB6: Sun For All 
 For residents and businesses of Carroll Gardens, Cobble Hill, Columbia Waterfront, Gowanus, Park Slope, and Red Hook 

 



NYC Shared Solar Pilot 

Outreach and Education to Host Sites 
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NYSolar Smart Working Groups  

 

NYS  
Permitting and 
Interconnection 

• NYSERDA 

• NYPA 

• PSEG-LI 

• NYSED 

• Hatch 
Engineering 

• Hempstead 

• Red Hook 

• Town of 
Warwick 

• Rochester 

• Yonkers 

• Sustainable 
CUNY 

NYS  
Net-metering and 
Interconnection 

Standards 

• Con Edison 

• Central 
Hudson 

• National Grid 

• PSEG-Long 
Island 

• NYPA 

• NYSEG 

• Sustainable 
CUNY 

NYS  
Financing 
Options 

• NY Green 
Bank 

• NYSERDA 

• NYPA 

• Empire State 
Development 

• NYC Energy 
Effcy Corp 

• Energize NY 

• Westchester 
Solar 

• Huntington 

• Smart Power 

• Sustainable 
CUNY 

NYS  
Planning and 

Zoning 

• Albany 

• Clifton Park 

• Hempstead 

• Ithaca 

• City of 
Poughkeepsie 

• Rochester 

• Schenectady 

• Southampton 

• Syracuse 

• Village of 
Warwick 

• White Plains 

• PACE Land 
Use Law Cntr  

• Sustainable 
CUNY 

NYC  
Permitting and 
Interconnection 

• NYC 
Department 
of Buildings 

• Con Edison 

• Fire 
Department 
of NY 

• NYSERDA 

• Sustainable 
CUNY 

NYC 
Financing 
Options 

• NYC Mayor's 
Office 

• NYC EDC 

• GRID 
Alternatives 

• NYSERDA 

• Solar One 

• Sustainable 
CUNY 



Model Solar Zoning Law & 

Implementation Toolkit:  
 

1. Model Solar Zoning language 

 

1. Background information for 

municipal officials 

 

2. Clear instructions with options for 

implementing each section of the 

law 

 

1. Additional considerations, such as 

decommissioning 

 

1. Appendix of external resources, 

including PVTN fact sheets 
 

NYS Planning & Zoning 

Working Group 
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On-going Efforts by NYSolar Smart and Partners 
 

 

There’s More to Come! 

NY Solar Map: 

• Additional LIDAR 
areas, starting 
with Long Island 

• Integration of 
more Solar 
Guides 

• NYC Grid Ready 
 

 

NYC: 

• PTA Extension 

• FDNY Fire Path 
Flexibility for 
Brownstones 

• Clarification 
around Special 
Flood Hazard 
Areas 

 

 

NYS: 

• NYS Unified 
Solar Permit V2 

• PVTN trainings 

• Developer 
trainings on 
large-scale 
interconnection 

 

 



NYSolar Smart Board Members & RSC II Partners 

Representing  a 
population of 
10.2 million 

The City University of New York 
NYSERDA 
New York Power Authority 
ACE NY 
Aeon Solar 
Alliance for Clean Energy NY 
Assoc. of Towns of the State of NY 
Central Hudson 
Central NY Regional Planning 
Consolidated Edison 
CUNY Ventures, Inc. 
DCAS 
Empire State Development 
Fire Department NY 
GE Global Research 
Hatch Engineering 
IBEW 
IBM 
Long Island Power Authority 
Meister Consulting 
Mercury Solar 
Monolith Solar 
National Grid 
Natural Resources Defense Council 

NY Conference of Mayors 
NY Green Bank 
NYC Department of Buildings 
NYC Dept. of Citywide Planning 
NYC EDC 
NYC Mayor’s Office 
NYC OEM 
NYS Business Council 
NYS Education Department 
NYSEG 
NYSEIA 
OnForce Solar 
Pace University 
Pratt 
Solar Energy Systems 
Solar One 
State University of NY 
Sun Edison 
SWEAC 
The Solar Energy Consortium 
Vote Solar 
Westchester County 
 

City of Albany 
City of Ithaca 
City of Poughkeepsie 
City of Rochester 
City of Schenectady 
City of Syracuse 
City of White Plains 
City of Yonkers 
New York City 
Town of Clifton Park 
Town of Hempstead 
Town of Huntington 
Town of Red Hook 
Town of Southampton 
Town of Warwick 
Village of Warwick 
  



 

 

Thank you 

 

Jeffrey.Irvine@cuny.edu 

 

 

 


